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The Island Pharisees (1903) was twice re-written, on Garnett's
advice; he made about fifty pounds out of it, but it "underwent
a thorough Spring-cleaning" before being reprinted in 1908,
while he re-wrote Villa Rubein and the four tales of A Man of
Devon for reprinting in 1909. He laboured long and hard over
The Man ofProperty^ which he again revised, making Bosinney's
death accidental instead of suicide, when Garnett objected rightly
that suicide by Bosinney would be psychologically false. The
Man of Property made Galsworthy's name and fame as a novelist
in the same year, 1906, as he achieved the first of his many stage
successes with the production of The Silver Box at the Court
Theatre. From his apprenticeship to writing, he deduced the
moral that "to begin too young is a mistake".

"Live first, write afterwards. I had seen, unself-consciously,
a good deal of life before I began to write, but even at twenty-
eight I began too young. The spiritually stressful years of my
life came between then and 1904. That is why The Island
Pharisees and The Man of Property had, in crescendo, so much
more depth than the earlier books."

A great work of creative imagination must contain a measure of
self-revelation; hence the truth of Galsworthy's argument, since
there must be marked personality to be revealed. And the reason
that The Island Pharisees fell so far short of The Man of Property
is that it reveals only the author's intellectual ideas, while the
latter book sprang from emotional conviction. The "spiritually
stressful years" established Galsworthy's character, and imbued
him with the sensitive and imaginative understanding of
emotional stress which enabled him to become the most
universally human novelist of his time. So Dr, H, A- I* Fisher
marked the change ia him when, having never seen him since
they were at Oxford together, he met Mm again at a performance
of Justice in 1910: "The cynicism of youth, which was probably
quite superficial, had completely fallen away," and "one was
sensible only of a quiet depth of character and of a fervent interest
in humanitarian causes."

~ Of his four early books, published under the pseudonym
"John Sinjobn", 73k Rubein is an interesting GaJsworthian relic